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KNOWING THE MESSAGE AND 
BELIEVING THE MESSENGER

2 Timothy 1:8-12 (NIV)
8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join 
with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 He has saved us and called us to a 
holy life - not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. 
This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10 but it has now been 
revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 And of this gospel I was appointed a 
herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause 
for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard 
what I have entrusted to him until that day.

How often do we hear why God sent His only begotten son? What actually was the message 
that Jesus brought? Is that not the Gospel, the Good News? Is that not what Jesus 
commanded His disciples and followers to go into all the world and preach and make more 
disciples of? Is it more than believing in the death and resurrection of Christ? What is the key 
point of salvation? What does it mean to believe Christ or believe in Christ? Jesus wants us to 
believe He is the anointed King of the coming Kingdom of God. When we place our faith and 
allegiance in Him, He grants us the benefits of the Kingdom – forgiveness, redemption, 
healing, joy, peace and, of course, eternal life. This is the gospel He brought.

Not Ashamed of the Gospel 
Mark 1:14-15 (NIV)
14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 
“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the 
good news!”

Luke 4:43 (NIV)
43 But he said, “I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, 
because that is why I was sent.”

Jesus’ gospel was all about the Kingdom of God. His gospel was all about the gospel of the 
Kingdom. Most of His parables and teachings are about the nature and attributes of God’s 
Kingdom. Even after His resurrection, His message was still about the Kingdom (Acts 1:3 
‘After His suffering, He presented Himself to them and gave many convincing 
proofs that He was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and 
spoke about the kingdom of God.’) The point here is that His death and resurrection were 
absolute confirmation that He was indeed sent by God to proclaim the Kingdom of God, of 
which He is the anointed King (Ephesians 1:20; Hebrews 1:13; 1 Peter 3:22). This is what He 
wants the whole world to believe. Salvation is all about knowing the message, the Gospel, and 
believing the Messenger who brought it, and who is the Ruler of the Kingdom.

The Gospel 

Take Away

God had a message and sent His son to deliver that message, the Gospel of the 

Kingdom of Heaven. This message offered hope for a better future, both in this 

life and in eternity, and called for a transformation of hearts and minds to align 
with God’s will. When we believe this, there is a renewal of mind and a change in 

attitude, all enabled by the Holy Spirit God places in anyone who hears this and 

truly repents and believes. May we re-visit Jesus’ gospel and make it known to 
many others. May we tell others about the message, with words and with our 

actions. May we tell them to believe the Messenger and put their faith in Him –

which entails choosing, with the help of the Holy Spirit, love instead of hate, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness and self-control. 

Amen. That is the total package of salvation. 


