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RELATIONSHIPS
(A Passion of Jesus)



We have ascertained that it is an important thing in the life 
of every believer to desire to be more like Jesus. To be like 
Jesus, we have to know what he was most passionate about 
and that should be our passion too. He was passionate 
about relationships.  And He met the ultimate test in a 
relationship.  He laid down His life for His friends.

John 15:12-13
12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 
you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends.

No Greater Love



Jesus made the first move to get into a relationship with us. He threw us 
an invitation. This was out of His love, gentleness and meekness. His goal 
in a any relationship was to draw us closer to God for us to find rest and 
peace for our souls. He never sought to take advantage of our weakness 
but sought rather to direct us to the love and peace of God. 

Matthew 11:28-29

28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

Come Unto Me



Jesus’ relationship with us was never about how good or righteous we 
were. His goal was to bring us into God’s righteousness. We had fallen 
short of God’s glory but that was no show-stopper.  

Luke 5:29-32
29 Then Levi gave Him a great feast in his own house. And there were a 
great number of tax collectors and others who sat down with them. 30 
And their scribes and the Pharisees complained against His disciples, 
saying, “Why do You eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”
31 Jesus answered and said to them, “Those who are well have no need of 
a physician, but those who are sick. 32 I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”

Despite Our State …



Jesus saw in children the example of the kingdom of heaven – it takes 
childlike faith and humility to enter into the kingdom. He loved being with 
them.

Matthew 19:13-14
13 Then little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands on 
them and pray, but the disciples rebuked them. 14 But Jesus said, “Let the 
little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven.”

Matthew 18:3-4
3 and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as 
little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore 
whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.

Jesus Loved Children



Jesus met several people during His earthly ministry.  The Bible shows us 
the relationships He built with these people. They all had the same 
pattern: they met Jesus, around Him they acknowledged the love of the 
Father, and then they begun to conform to the image of the Son of God.  
The lesson here is that Jesus formed these unique relationship of selfless 
love for the people He met.  He never looked down on them or ridiculed 
their state. The whole God-Made-Flesh humbled Himself to dine with 
them, visit them in their homes, mourn with them, shared in their joy, 
loved them, all the while pointing them to the love of the Father. 
Zacchaeus, Matthew, Peter, John, Simon the Pharisee, Joanna, Susanna, 
Mary and Martha, Lazarus, the Centurion, Nicodemus, the Samaritan 
Woman at the well and many others – all these met Jesus and He 
prioritized having a relationship with them that was life-transforming. 

Meet, Acknowledge, Conform



Take Away

Our goal as believers is to be more like Jesus. To be like 
Jesus, we have to know what he was most passionate about 
and that should be our passion too. Jesus was passionate 
about forming relationships that eventually pointed people 
to the love of the Father.  Thereafter, He showed the 
ultimate sacrifice in a relationship – He was willing and 
laid down His life for His friends. Oh, that the Holy Spirit 
will help us prioritize our relationship with one another 
and with others outside our ‘community’, to love and point 
them to the love of the Father. 


