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WHEN THE MUSIC
FADES

(Christian Character Series)



The Last Hymn

Matthew 26:30
30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of
Olives.

The only time it was recorded in the Bible that Jesus sang was just before
Gethsemane and Golgotha. Perhaps He had sung many times before but this
occasion was different. He had finished His last supper with His disciples and
was about to face the greatest challenge and hardship in His earthly life. The
music had faded. He was the only one who knew what was in store for Him. He
knew He had to go through it alone because everyone around Him was going to
abandon Him. His closest disciples were going to betray and deny Him. At one
point, He would ask God why He had forsaken Him. It was a very low point
indeed. Yet, He sang with His disciples because He knew there was just this one
Person who was going to be there with and for Him. He knew His father was
going to be there. The song was to praise God and encourage Himself in the Lord.



When the Music Fades

Psalms 113 - 118

Historians tell us Jesus and His disciples sang the Hallel, scattered among
Psalms 113 to 118. The Hallel is a Jewish prayer of praise and thanksgiving
recited on festive occasions like the Passover. Hallel means ‘praise’ in Hebrew.
‘Hallel Yah or Halleluyah’ therefore is ‘Praise Jehovah’. The Hallel is to remind
the Jews where they were before and where God is leading them, and to praise
Him. Find some time this week to read these verses for they are rich with praise
and comforting words for one whose music is fading or has faded. Are you facing
the Red Sea? Are you facing a dire situation? Do you feel alone? Are you facing
loss of a kind? Are you feeling overwhelmed by a pending situation? Are people
saying ‘where is their God?’ Are you overcome by distress and sorrow? We have a
God who is in Heaven! Trust in Him. He is our help and shield. He is the Maker
of heaven and earth. You will yet again extol the Lord, both now and forevermore.
Praise the Lord!



- Take Away

During His last earthly days, Jesus taught us the importance of relying
on God alone when the ‘music starts to fade’. He faced loneliness,
agony, denial, betrayal, desertion, physical, mental and emotional
stress, and eventually, despicable death on the cross. But He
triumphed because He knew the Father was with Him. Are you facing
a dire situation? Trust in the Lord to deliver you in a way only He can,
and return your song of praise. Amen!



