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The will of God is done in heaven: “Thy will
be done in earth, as it is in heaven” (Matthew
6:10). Giving up my will for His will grants me
access to heaven — because in heaven, the
will of God is done. As Jesus said: “Not every
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven” (Matthew 7:21). Access to heaven is
based on doing the will of God — it is not
even based on doing wonderful works: “Many
will say to me in that day Lord, Lord, have we
not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? And in thy name done
many wonderful works? And then will |
profess unto them, | never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity” (John 7:23) --
this means that doing works in His name
outside of obedience to Him (i.e., out of His
will) is considered as iniquity by Him.

Entering into heaven then, as wonderful as it
is, must be understood in the context of
eternity. Heaven itself will not last forever.
Indeed, “heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my words shall not pass way.” (Matthew
24:25; Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33). More than
gaining me entry into heaven, exchanging my
will for the will of God admits me into the
family of God eternally. We enter into the
eternal family (i.e., God’s family) by doing His
will. That is why Jesus said: “For whosoever
shall do the will of my Father which is in
heaven, the same is my brother, and sister,
and mother (Matthew 15:20). Thus the
definition of a member of the family of God
is someone who does the will of God. Again,
that is why Paul says that “as many as are led
by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of
God” (Romans 8:14). If one is led by the Spirit
of God, that one is walking in the will of God,
and is in obedience to God (i.e., he is the
image of God).

Thus, if we are not led by the Spirit of God, we are
walking in disobedience to God. “And because ye
are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father” (Galatians
4:6). Note that based on Galatians 4:6 we get to call
Him Father and be with him eternally as sons and
daughters in His family by walking in obedience to
His will — by the power of the Spirit of his Son (i.e.,
the Spirit he sends forth into our hearts when we
believe in and receive his Son, Jesus Christ). That is
why receiving Jesus Christ, i.e., believing in Him is
the way we enter into eternal life. i.e., “For God so
loved the world, that he gave His only begotten son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). “But as many
as received him, to them gave he power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on His
name” (John 1:12). From John 3:16 and John 1:12,
we understand that when we believe in Jesus Christ
or receive Jesus Christ as Lord of our lives, it is an
expression of our desire to give up our wills for the
Father’s will (i.e., make Jesus, who only does the will
of the Father, Lord of our lives); and God in turn
gives us power (i.e., the Spirit of his Son) to become
the sons of God, i.e., to walk in obedience to him,
exchange our wills for his will on an ongoing basis,
and thus become true sons of God (Matthew 15:20;
Phil 2:12). In other words, we become born of the
will of God: i.e., “Which were born, not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God” (John 1:13). A spiritual rebirth.

Being born again is thus becoming born of (the will
of) God, as John 1:13 tells us. Why is this so
important? Because this is the key to entering into
God'’s family; the key to being with God eternally.
And even when heaven and earth pass away, we will
still be with God in His family, because God, the
Word, will never pass away (Mark 13:31). More
than to go to heaven, my deepest desire is to be
with God eternally: on earth now, in heaven, and
beyond heaven -- eternally. Obedience to His will for
me is therefore absolutely crucial, and it is all in
following the leading of his Spirit (Romans 8:14).

PRAYER

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for showing me that the key to being with you eternally is exchanging my will for
yours and living in obedience to you. | come to you today through your Son Jesus Christ, who gave his life for me
to have eternal life with you. | believe in your Son Jesus Christ. | receive Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior today,
and in so doing, | receive the Spirit of your Son into my heart and thus the power to be your son: the power to
choose to do your will on an ongoing basis. Today, | give up my will for your will. 1 am now born of the will of God.
I am now in the family of God eternally. Thank you, Father, in Jesus name, Amen.
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