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LIVING LIKE RUTH
(Christian Character Series)



Ruth 2:7
7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the 
harvesters.’ She came into the field and has remained here from morning till 
now, except for a short rest in the shelter.”

Ruth was rewarded for her work ethic. She did not wait for anyone to pity her. 
God had given her the strength to carry on from morning till sunset, except for a 
short time of rest. She worked for her upkeep and that of her mother-in-law 
Naomi.  She had been deprived of her support system after she lost her husband 
and home and had gone through years of sorrow and hardship but that did not 
discourage her from giving her best. In the end, she was rewarded when Boaz, 
the owner of the field in which she worked, took notice of her hard work.

‘From Morning Till Now’



2 Thessalonians 3:10-12
10 For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would 
not work, neither should he eat. 11 For we hear that there are some which walk 
among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. 12 Now them 
that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with 
quietness they work, and eat their own bread.

Proverbs 22:29
29 Do you see a man who excels in his work? He will stand before kings;
He will not stand before unknown men.

Paul commanded the Thessalonian believers to work for their keep.  The writer of 
Proverbs said a man who excels in his work will stand before kings! May we 
delight in working hard to gain our Lord’s approval.

Command to Work Hard



Colossians 3:23-24
23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for 
you serve the Lord Christ.

Colossians 3:23
23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;

The key to working hard is knowing who you are working for.  We as believers 
are always working for the Lord, not men.  We are to work heartily at that! 
Whether you are working for someone or self-employed, word hard. Whether you 
are a student or stay-homer or employed in any vocation, work hard, as if the 
Lord is watching you. Your reward will be a place of honor because you glorified 
God.

Work As Unto The Lord



Take Away

Working hard is an evidence of righteous living in Christ.  We 
are encouraged to work as unto the Lord and not unto men, 
and to do so heartily. May God’s grace enable us to achieve 
this daily!


