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FAITH WITH WORKS

(Christian Character Series)



Pray But Stand Guard
D

Nehemiah 4: 7-9, 22-23

7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the people of
Ashdod heard that the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and that the
gaps were being closed, they were very angry. 8 They all plotted together to
come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. 9 But we
prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat.

22 At that time I also said to the people, “Have every man and his helper stay
inside Jerusalem at night, so they can serve us as guards by night and as
workers by day.” 23 Neither I nor my brothers nor my men nor the guards with
me took off our clothes; each had his weapon, even when he went for water.

Today’s exhortation is not about salvation and faith but about relying totally on
God but working as unto Him in everything we do. Nehemiah and the Jews had
prayed for God’s protection against strong opposition but did not remain
complacent to ‘see the salvation’ of the Lord but did everything to defend
themselves, knowing God was totally on their side. This should be true for us.



L.ove Motivates Us
4

Mark 12:30

30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.

The reason we should pray fervently and work equally as hard is in obedience to
Jesus’ command to love the Lord God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.
Profession of faith in God alone should not be grounds for complacency but a
determination to work with all our strength, to the best of our God-given ability.
This is what God expects of us. Whether you are a student or worker or involved
in any situation, we are supposed to have complete faith in God to see us through
and get involved with all our ability. This does not apply only to individuals but
to every organization that calls on God, be it an institution or country.



N God Directs, We Go!

Proverbs 3:5-6

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own
understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your
paths.

Colossians 3:17
“What ever you do, whether in word or deed, do it in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.”

What must we do then? We pray every time for wisdom and direction. We
continue to acknowledge God in all our ways and then believe He will direct our
paths. Even when we run into obstacles we should never give up. With prayer
and faith in Him we continue to forge ahead. Acknowledging God means that we
recognize He is God, and we acknowledge His authority in what we are doing. We
expect God to direct us. We expect a power in our life that is more than us. We
have to recognize Him always.



Take Away

Let us acknowledge God in all our ways, lean on Him, trust
and hope confidently in Him. At the same time, whatever we
are doing, we should work at it to the best of our ability.

God will be on our side.




