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HE FIRST 

Matthew 5:45 
“Your Father in heaven ... causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. ”

God’s love for everyone, His merciful love, His benevolence, is not just to 
Christians but to everyone He has created. Consider this, that everyone has, at 

least, someone who loves them, even the hardest criminal. God wants us to 
emulate His kind of love. He gave us Jesus Christ to look up to as someone who 

loved like God the Father.  This love comes from a place that focuses on love, 
forgiveness and restoration, rather than condemnation and hypocrisy. This 

unconditional, merciful love God has for everyone is to eventually lead all 
mankind to faith to receive the conditional, covenant love He grants those who 
receive Jesus Christ as Savior, with the condition being ‘whosoever believes in 

Jesus’ (John 3:16). We too are to love to lead others to this faith. 

The Father’s Love 

1 John 4:19-21
19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a 
brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom 
they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us 
this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.

How can we say we love God whom we have not seen? While it is impossible to 
physically see or touch God, we can express our love for God through actions 

that demonstrate love for others. Loving our fellow humans, especially those we 
can see, is a tangible way to show our love for God, whom we cannot see. May we 

always pause and reflect on the fact that God first loved us. Knowing how God 
has loved and continues to love us should teach us to love others. The way to 
Love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, as Jesus 

taught in Mark 12:30-31, is to love our neighbor as God has loved us. We can do 
this by always remembering that He first loved us.

The Father First Loved Us 

Take Away

The unconditional, merciful love God has for everyone is to 
eventually lead all mankind to faith in Jesus Christ as Savior. We 
too are to love so we can lead others to this faith. May we love others 
as God has loved and continues to love us. Amen!


