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YEAR OF RETURN

( Year of Return )

Acts 1:3, 10-11

3 After his ing, he himselfto them and gave many convincing proofs thathe
was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of
God.

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed
in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into
the sky? This same Jesus, who hasbeen taken from you into heaven, will come back in the
same way you haveseen him go into heaven.”

How often do we wonder when Jesus is coming back as the first disciples who saw Him ascend
in the sky were promised? When will the ‘Year of Return’ be? Two thousand twenty five years
plus have passed since His ascension. Many who lived in those days thought it would have
happened in their lifetime. Many have questioned whether Jesus will ever return. Perhaps a
parable that Jesus Himself told may encourage us to not give up. In the parable, a man
planned a large banquet and sent out invitations. When the banquet was ready, he sent his
servant to contact each of the invited guests. One after another, the guests made excuses for
not coming. This prompted the master to order his servants to go out to the roads and country
lanes and bring in society's downtrodden and rejects, so that his house would be full.

| Full House ]
Luke 14:22-23 (NIV)

22 “Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’
23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and
compel them to come in, so that my house will be full.

The basic message of the Parable of the Great Banquet is this: The tragedy of the Jewish rejection of Christ
opened the door of salvation to the Gentiles, a fulfillment of Hosea 2:23, “I will say to those called ‘Not my
people,“You aremy people’; and they will say, ‘You are my God.” The blessings of the kingdom are available
to all who will come to Christ by faith.

Another lesson from the parableis that the masteris not satisfied with a partially full banquet hall; He wants
every place at the table to be filled. God is “not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9), and “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13).

Could it be that God has more room at His banquet and He isgiving more people the opportunity to join the
salvation train to the banquet party? It appears God is always willing to save more sinners. Two thousand and
twenty five years plus is nothing in His sight. 2 Peter 3:8 says "But do not forget this one thing, dear friends:
With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day."Let the lesson of Jesus’
parableencourage us to tell more people about Him and the Kingdom of God now. That is the Master’s
command.

[ Take Away ]

How often do we wonder when Jesus is coming back as the first disciples who saw
Him ascend in the sky were promised? When will the ‘Year of Return’ be? Two
thousand twenty five years plus have passed since His ascension. Many who lived
in those days thought it would happen in their lifetime. Many have questioned
whether Jesus will ever return. Could it be that God has more room at His
banquet and He is giving more people the opportunity to join the salvation train
to the banquet party? Should we rather not be concerned about if we will be ready
‘when He returns? How many would we have invited to the party if it started
today?




