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2 Peter 3:12-18 (ABCE)
18 But grow in grace (undeserved favor, spiritual strength) and 
recognition and knowledge and understanding of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ (the Messiah). To Him [be] glory (honor, majesty, and 
splendor) both now and to the day of eternity. Amen (so be it)!

His Grace

Peter encouraged his fellow believers to grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. Such 
growth is continuous and not just a one-and-done thing. Growing in grace and knowledge means 
maturing spiritually through a deeper understanding of Jesus Christ and experiencing God’s 
unmerited favor in your life. In his letter, he emphasized the importance of being ready for the coming 
of Christ by looking forward to it, being diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot, and being 
blameless. Growing in grace does not mean gaining more grace from God. Grace never increases. It is 
already unmerited and cannot be increased or decreased. We grow in grace by reading God’s Word and 
letting it “dwell in us richly” and by praying. God uses the spiritual disciplines we learn from the Bible 
and the work of the Holy Spirit to help us grow. He alone must take credit for our growth because we 
are enabled by His grace. This eliminates pride and boastfulness. Grace enables us to break free of our 
sinful nature and follow God. Grace assures us that God is in control. Without God’s grace and His 
favor, we would be hopelessly lost in this world. The more grace we have and ask God for, the more 
mature we will be as Christians.

Encouraging One Another 

1 Thessalonians 5:11: "Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as 
you also are doing". 
Hebrews 10:24-25: "And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another". 
Romans 15:5: "May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus".

Peter’s encouragement teaches us to encourage one another. The Scriptures contain all the 
knowledge we will ever need to learn of God, His Son, and His Spirit. And if that is not 
enough, God has made provision for the Holy Spirit to teach us 'all things'. This is to help us 
transform to conform to the image of Jesus Christ. God wants us to become holy like 
Jesus. We can get to where we ought to be by meditating on the Scriptures and applying the 
principles we learn from them to our lives as we yield to the power and leading of the Holy 
Spirit who dwells within us. We need God’s grace to survive in our world today. Let us learn 
to encourage and pray for one another to continue to grow in grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior. Pray for us as we also pray for you. Amen!
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