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NOT LIVING LIKE THE
MOTHER OF ZEBEDEE’S
SONS

(Christian Character Series)



Mother of Zebedee’s Son
4

Matthew 20:20-28

20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down,
asked a favor of him. 21 “What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of
these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.’
22 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I
am going to drink?” “We can,” they answered. 23 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed
drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places
belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.” 24 When the ten
heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus called them
together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to
become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be
your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.”

b



The Mother

The Good
he wanted only the best for her two sons

he had great dreams for her sons

he loved her sons very much

he found the right opportunity to seek for the best for them

he took a great risk asking Jesus with the other disciples listening in

he was bold — she did it!
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The Bad

« She made a request without seeking or knowing the will of God
 She did not know the true mission of Christ

« She made an ambitious (not bad) but self-serving request

The Ugly
* Her sons experienced nothing she ever dreamt of
* She did not care to be discreet and her sons incurred wrath



Lessons: Alternative to the Mother’s

Request

* God holds the ultimate say in our lives, so seek His will first

« Whoever requests to be great must be a servant

« Whoever requests to be first must be a slave

»Whoever requests to be great must serve, but not be served

« Mothers must pray for their children to have a servant’s heart

e Mothers must pray for their children to be totally dependent on
God

« Mothers must be discreet about their requests and prayers for their
children

« Do not step on others to get your children what you think they must
have




- Take Away

As we celebrate Mother’s Day, may we pray for all our
mothers, who love and want the very best for their children,
to pray for their children to seek God’s will, to have a
servant’s heart and be totally dependent on God. Mothers,
seek God’s will when praying for your children and pray that
the Lord’s desire for them will prevail. May we all be
ambitious in our desires for our children but avoid being

selfish, and also seek the good of others. That is the Jesus’
way!



