
© IHTF

TruthnFreedom.com

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF 
TRUTH AND FREEDOM

SMYRNA-VININGS, GA, USA 

I H

T F

25TH August 2024



BEING FRUITFUL 
IS NOT SEASONAL
(Christian Character Series)



Mark 20:12-14, 20-21
12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13 
Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had 
any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because 
it was not the season for figs. 14 Then he said to the tree, “May no 
one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard him say it. 
20 In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered 
from the roots. 21 Peter remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! 
The fig tree you cursed has withered!”

We recently visited with our friends C & C, who served us figs grown in 
their own garden.  Such delicious fruit, tasting somewhat like a mix of 
strawberry and raisin. We could not stop thinking about Jesus’ encounter 
with the fig tree after our visit. Here are some of our thoughts on this 
incredible experience. May God open the eyes of our heart to discern His 
message for us.

The Fig Tree



Matthew 24:42-44
42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your 
Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had 
known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept 
watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also 
must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you 
do not expect him.

The fig tree was used by Jesus to represent believers in God who do not 
‘bear fruit’.  Not bearing fruit is failing to live according to the will and 
purpose God has for us. There was no excuse for the fig tree about the 
season not being right to support fruit bearing. Likewise, we believers have 
no excuse whatsoever not to be ready any time to show forth the fruit of the 
Spirit. Like the owner of the house in Jesus’ parable, no one has any idea 
when circumstances will call upon us to display the fruit of God’s Spirit. 

Be Ready!



John 15:5
“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in 
him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” 

2 Timothy 4:2a
Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; 

No matter how well-prepared we think we may be, the ultimate victory in 
bearing fruitful is not dependent on human strength or wisdom, but on 
God's power and grace.  Jesus Himself said that without Him, we can do 
nothing.  Reliance on the Holy Spirit for direction is essential. Paul 
encouraged Timothy to be prepared in season and out of season, living and 
preaching the word. Our faith could be tested anytime, by what we see or 
read, or by false doctrine or circumstances beyond our control. There may 
be little to no time to react the way God would like us to. 

In Season and Out of Season



Matthew 25:10-13
10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom 
arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding 
banquet. And the door was shut. 11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 
you, I don’t know you.’ 13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not 
know the day or the hour.

The lesson from this parable is having oil in our lamps for our light to shine at all 
times or whenever needed. This enables us to be fruitful in season at all times. For 
our light to shine before men that they may glorify God, we need the oil of the Holy 
Spirit. This comes from constantly fellowshipping with Him and consistently 
acknowledging God in all our ways for Him to direct our path, the path to living 
and doing the right things for Him. 

Keep Watch!



Take Away

As believers, we cannot afford to be fruitful only at certain 
times. We will become like the fig tree Jesus encountered 
and cursed. We have no excuse not to be fruit-bearing at all 
times. We cannot accomplish this without the grace of God 
and the power of the Holy Spirit. Daily reliance on the Holy 
Spirit for power and direction is essential. We can only 
glorify God when we are always bearing and exhibiting the 
fruit of the Spirit.


